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It consists of a simple GIS line, with each piece
of coastline tagged with a large number of
attributes. This is undertaken for three coastal
zones - subtidal, intertidal and backshore. It has
a resolution (for the landform characteristics) of
down to 100ft.

Its main use is for Geomorphic sensitivity, such

as exposure to change drivers - e.g. sea level rise,
storm surges, wave climate, tidal range/currents,
vertical tectonic movement, oil spills, etc. It is
housed by GA, and will hopefully be made available
by the end of 2003, The dataset is not especially
large and it can be accessed on the OzCoasts
website http://www.0zcoasts.org.au/

Contact is Chris Sharples chris.sharples@utas.edu
or Jenny Newton jbnewton@utas.edu.au

IMOS

IMOS is the Integrated Marine Observations
System (see http://imos.org.au/), based at
the University of Tasmania, but with its data
distributed (courtesy of ARCS) across various
platforms around Australia. An evolving system
known as MEST (Metadata Entry & Searching
Tool) ensures that all data are coherent. Those
metadata are harvested across their various
locations and applications to create a master
metadata repository in Tasmania.

All these data are publicly available, through a
comprehensive eMarine Information Infrastructure
(eMIl) that IMOS has been building and includes

an Ocean Portal which enables users in a simple
way to access data, visualise them then find and
download them if further processing is required;
see http://imos.aodn.org.au/webportal

The overall strategic goal of IMOS is to support
understanding of the role of oceans in the climate
system. For instance, the currents down the east
coast of Australia are among the most vigorous

in the world.

There are some 11 different types of facilities
deployed around Australian waters to collect
data; for instance, several hundred “floats" diving
periodically down to 2000m, then resurfacing to
transmit their data via satellite. It is expected that
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more data will be collected in the next 10 years
than has so far been collected in history.

Chief contact is Dr Roger Proctor, eMll Director,
roger.proctor@utas.edu.au

Still from an ocean temperature animation created using the
IMOS Ocean portal.

REFEDS Revs Up

Just like the physical utilities provided for the Senate and
People of Rome, Access Federations provide unseen but
vital plumbing.

During October, Alex Reid attended an international
identity and access federations meeting in Rome,
as the representative of the Australian Access
Federation (AAF). These meetings are held once or
twice a year (and known as "REFEDS" - Research
& Education Federations). Their aim is to work
towards harmonising national federations (like the
AAF) so as to facilitate inter-federating. A number
of potential impediments have been identified,
such as different definitions for some attributes,
and work is in hand to find ways to eliminate such
differences, or to minimise the impact. Further

information about REFEDS can be seen at
http://www.terena.org/activities/refeds/

Shady Characters: AARNet staff (Jamie Sunderland, Rob Ewin,
Chris Hancock, Nick Cross) participating in the JP Morgan
Corporate Challenge 5.6 km funrun in Sydney on 11 November.
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Future Events

APANZ29
8-11 February 2010, Sydney, Australia

TERENA
31 May -3 June 2010, Vilnius, Lithuania

Contact Us

Rob Ewin/Joan Hummer

Editors

AARNews

GPO Box 1559

Canberra ACT 2601

Tel: 02 6222 3532

Email: aarnews@aarnet.edu.au

We welcome your suggestions/feedback.

If your institution can demonstrate an
interesting/innovative use of the network
please contact aarnews@aarnet.edu.au

Subscription info

To subscribe to AARNews please go to
http://lists.aarnet.edu.au/mailman/listinfo/
news-|
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